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After several weeks of relative calm, tensions again erupted into violence in the Atlantic coast port
city of Colon. During a Dec. 2 street protest over the government's failure to address unemployment,
police opened fire on demonstrators injuring at least eight. Over 20 arrests were made. The latest
wave of unrest in Colon was touched off by the deportation to Colombia earlier in the day of Luis
Ladeu, leader of the Colon Unemployed Movement (Movimiento de Desempleados de Colon,
MODESCO). According to immigration authorities, Ladeu was deported for "failing to have his
papers in order." Ladeu is a Colombian national who had lived in Panama since he was seven years
old. MODESCO leaders protested the deportation as illegal, given that Ladeu's wife and children
are Panamanian. On several occasions previously this year, Colon has been wracked by violent
clashes between police and protesters demanding government attention to the desperate economic
situation, led by an unemployment rate of 54%. Several people have died in the street fighting,
dozens have been injured, and hundreds arrested by police. (Sources: Agencia Centroamericana de
Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, Agence France-Presse, 12/02/92)
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